


According to ancient Greek myth, amber was the tears shed
into the River Eridanus by the Heliades grieving after the death
of their brother Phaéthon, who was thrown into the river by an
angry Zeus after the boy’s joy ride across the sky on his father’s
golden chariot. A legend from the Polish region of Kurpie has
it that amber is human tears from the times of the forty-day
rain, and according to a Kashubian legend it comes from
“this lightning that strikes so loud”.
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“There came a man, to my
father's house with a necklace
of gold, and with amber beads
was it strung between.

This the maidens in the hall
and my honoured mother were
handling, and were gazing
on it, and were offering him
their price.

Homer, Odyssey
(Book XV, lines 459-464)

Medallion with a depiction of the Adoration
of the Shepherds in relief, Christoph Maucher
(1642-1706/7) Gdansk, ca. 1690. From the
collection of the Amber Museum in Gdarsk

Artefact from a workshop in Aquileia,
Roman period 1st century BCE



Baltic amber owes its exceptional charm to its fascinating
history spanning the period from the times when it was sticky
resin dripping in the Tertiary forest at least 40 million years ago
to the point when it was found as a small solid nugget on the
Baltic beach.
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